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        8th December2024 

              Second Sunday of Advent 

            www.costachurch.com 

                   info.costachurch@gmail.com  

Tel: 952 808 605 

Sunday School available at San Pedro 

Chaplaincy Pew News 
San Pedro Anglican Service 10.00 am Sotogrande Anglican Service 12 noon 

with Revd. Tony Carroll—Prepare the Way 

 
Hymns        Reading    Page 
493 O come, O come Emmanuel  Malachi 3: 1-4   961 
102 Come thou long expected Jesus Philippians 1: 3-11  1178 
200 Great is thy faithfulness   Luke 3: 1-6    1029 
209 Hark my soul      

SERVICES ON-LINE - to see last week’s service at San Pedro , Click here 
If you would like to receive an electronic copy of the Gibraltar Methodist Church  
monthly Newsletter, please ask Graham Gibbens: grahamkgibbens@gmail.com 

SAN PEDRO Every Sunday Anglican Service 10 am with Tony  Carroll 

In the annexe of the Church of Virgen del Rocio   
SOTOGRANDE Every Sunday Anglican Service at 12 noon with Tony Carroll, at 

Iglesia de Sotogrande Nuestra Sra de La Merced , except first of the month. 
SOTOGRANDE First Sunday of the month 12 noon Methodist Service 

SAFEGUARDING In accordance with the Diocese of Europe Protocol and policy,  

this church has its own Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer (CSO)  

Jean Kerr-Hill. 

If you have any safeguarding  concerns or questions please contact   

info.costachurch@gmail.com or  sgojkh48@yahoo.com 

https://youtube.com/watch?v=Lq38RNreGXc&list=PLUiVcTDyacFS8HKHhE8NVQ4Ja9rhGylxy
https://youtube.com/watch?v=k2lwJu4hO8o&list=PLUiVcTDyacFTsEbygLcp03Ll_iEl2CitB
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The English Cemetery Visit in Málaga 
As an official opening to our fiftieth anniversary year celebrations, the chaplaincy enjoyed a 
special guided visit to the English cemetery in Málaga on Saturday 30 November. The day began 
with a tour of the cemetery led by a cemetery foundation volunteer and local historian, Liz  
Parry, who introduced us to its extraordinary history which began in the nineteenth century.  
  

The British consul at the time, William Mark, was scandalized by the fact that non-Catholics 
could not receive a dignified burial due to a lack of religious toleration in Spain, and so through 
much struggle and campaigning, he obtained permission and funding to open a cemetery for 
Anglicans in Málaga. In April 1830, King Ferdinand VII gave his royal seal of approval to a  
portion of land that could be used for the burial of British subjects of the region, and building 
work was finished in 1831 which enabled the land acquired to be used as a cemetery. A small 
chapel of ease was later added, which has grown into the Anglican Church in Málaga, St 
George’s, and is currently used as the church of the Anglican Chaplaincy. Though the cemetery 
was initially envisaged for Anglicans, following the first democratic Spanish liberal constitution 
of 1869, which in Article twenty-one passed a toleration of religious belief and practice law, it 
gradually became a place for different nationalities and Christian traditions to be buried in  
consecrated ground. There is also a part of the cemetery reserved for Roman Catholics; a sign 
of the ecumenical opening which the growing spirit of toleration has facilitated.  
 

It is not an exaggeration to say that our visit to the cemetery was a return to our roots, because 
the Málaga Chaplaincy was the first Anglican Chaplaincy to be founded in Spain in 1849, and it 
is from this chaplaincy that other chaplaincies, such as our own and the Costa del Sol East  
Chaplaincy in Fuengirola, were later spawned.  
 

In due course, the Chaplaincy in Málaga became a place of religious observance for many  
different Christian traditions, with the Anglican Chaplaincy acting as an umbrella church for a 
wide range of English-speaking traditions to celebrate their faith in the security of official legal 
recognition. The Civil War and the Franco era were obviously backward steps in terms of the 
long history of religious toleration and the worship of other Christian denominations than the 
Roman Catholic in Spain, and so it was only towards the end of the Franco era that other  
chaplaincies, such as our own, could be founded in 1975. It is a testimony to the hard work and 
faith of so many people over this period that we are now able to enjoy such good relations with 
the Roman Catholic Church, who are our host in both of our worship centers, in San Pedro and 
at Sotogrande, and to further offer this fraternal hospitality to our Methodist partners. And, in 
times of increasing global polarization, this ecumenical fraternity is a sign of real hope that 
different Christian traditions can be sources of solidarity in a world that sadly seems  
increasingly unable to manage and indeed to learn from differences in peaceful and respectful 
ways.  
Following our visit to the cemetery, our area dean, Fr Louis Darrant, welcomed us to St 
George’s Church which is in the cemetery, and led us in a service of prayer and thanksgiving 
which officially opened our fiftieth anniversary year celebrations of the foundation of the chap-
laincy. As part of this celebration, Fr Louis gave us a candle, which he lit from the paschal candle 
of St George’s, as a sign of the historic relationship between our chaplaincies on the Costa del 
Sol, and invited us all to come to the baptismal font and to take some of its waters as a sign of 
God’s blessing. He was also able to join us in the nearby Apolo restaurant for a lunch which 
finished off a wonderful day of remembrance, joy and hope for the future as we enter our  
fiftieth year as the Costa del Sol West Anglican Chaplaincy. 

Tony Carroll.                                                                     See pictures overleaf 
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                   Michelle Chaplow 
              Luxury & Historic Hotel Photographer                                               © Michelle Chaplow.  
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Tithes and Offerings 

Your contributions to the offertory bag at each service are a major part of our worship. However, you 

can also donate,  or set up a regular monthly or quarterly standing order. 

 These can all be tax-deductible. 

Our new treasurer Ian Angus, can provide our bank details  and further advice  

ianangus@mac.com 

PRAYER GROUP - is held on Mondays, Margarita will send out details on the WhatsApp 

prayer group. All welcome. 

THE BIBLE PROJECT 

THIS WEEKS RECOMMENDED BIBLE PROJECT VIDEO. 

Click Here  

Coffee mornings every week at 11 am 

Sotogrande, held  Tuesday in Sabinillas  Contact Sylvia on 620 052 440  

San Pedro,  held Friday Contact Jean on 609 256 274  

Charities that we support weekly 

Sotogrande  - Café y Calor Charity.    

San Pedro - Caritas (in San Pedro) and Emaus (in Estepona) - on alternating weeks. 

https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/malachi/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/video/malachi/
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Christmas services 

15th December Carol service at Sotogrande, see  poster. 

19th December Christingle see poster 

25th December Christmas services in both churches at normal church times. 

Graham Gibbens will be leading a series of Advent readings and prayers  

on the following dates: Each session will commence at 7.30pm CET on:   

Wednesday 4 December – based on Elizabeth 

Monday 9 December – based on Zechariah 

Wednesday 18 December - based on Mary 

Monday 23 December (to be confirmed) – based on Joseph 

Each session lasting for about 45 minutes will take place at the home of Angela and   

Graham Gibbens and will also be on zoom.  The first three sessions will cover most of the 

verses of Luke chapter 1 and the final session will include a few verses from Matthew 

chapter 1. 

All readers of Pews News would be very welcome to attend some or all of the   

sessions.  Please contact Graham direct at grahamkgibbens@gmail.com and he will advise 

the zoom joining information. 

(For those from San Pedro who do not know Graham, he is a Methodist preacher, well 

known to Sotogrande.) 
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ECO REP - Rosalind Scott-Gibb -  

rosalind.scott.gibb@gmail.com  

Church ECO website:  costaecogroup.wixsite.com/website-3Church  
ECO group Facebook page: Costa del Sol Eco group 

8/12/2024 

If you have any items or photographs, for Pew News, suggestions for  contents, or comments on our  

publication,  please send them to: Jean:  kerrhillspain@yahoo.co.uk 

Who is who in the Chaplaincy and how to contact them 

Churchwarden Sotogrande :   

Christine Sabio - sotograndechurchwarden@hotmail.com  

Team members: Kevin Metcalf  - kev1965metcalf@gmail.com 

Lorenzo Wilkendorf -  wilkendorf@hotmail.com 

Churchwarden San Pedro: Andrea Bennett - 2021andreabc@gmail.com 

Team members : Patricia Gommersall - patricia.g2515@hotmail.co.uk  

Jean Kerr-Hill: - kerrhillspain@yahoo.co.uk  

San Pedro Pastoral Care Helpline - patricia.g2515@hotmail.co.uk 

ECO NEWS 

NEXT 
MESSY 

CHURCH IS 
Saturday 7th 

December 
2024 

11am-12:30 


